THE GOLDEN LOTUS	3
Make the fisherman lose his way.
Plum blossoms flowering on the Yii Mountains
And the poets exchange verses in the sunshine.
It is paradise on earth.
Hsi-m£n Ch'ing could not help exclaiming at the beauty
of the scenery. He got out of his sedan-chair and went into
the gardens. Ying Po-chueh and Ch'ang Chih-chieh came to
welcome him and they went together to an arbour. Golden
Bracelet and the actors kotowed to him. Tea was served.
Po-chueh would have had wine, but Hsi-mSn said: "There is
no hurry. Let us take a stroll together." He took Golden
Bracelet's hand and Ying Po-chueh led the way. They went
to a verandah, then, following the vermilion railings, came to a
place where there were many willow-trees and £n arbour of
roses. They passed the T'ai Hu stone and the Pavilion of the
Pine Winds. So they came to the Pavilion of Unusual Charac-
ters. Behind this were about thirty plum-trees, and among
them a small high building called the Tower of the Plums.
In this were many poems written by famous men. Hsi-mSn
Ch'ing studied them attentively. Th^y went to the peony bed,
where there were many different kinds of rare peonies. Then
they turned to the north, and here was the bamboo grove with
a small pavilion with the sign 'Listen to the rustling of the
bamboos', and a small arbour called 'The Coming of the
Phoenix'. The signs were all written*by men of great renown
for their skill with the brush. On the right was a gold-fish
pond and, on the bank, a small arbour with a sign: 'Here you
may enjoy the water.' They leaned on the red railings for a
while and watched the gold-fish swimming about in the
water. They made the pond seem lilce an embroidered coverlet.
Hsi-mfen Ch'ing was especially pleased with this. But Ying
Po-chueh led him to another high building. This was 'The
Tower for Listening to the Moon'. There were many poems
by famous men here also, and panels of carved wood painted in
characters of green. They went down from the* building and
turned towards the East. There, they saw a great artificial mound
with a cave in it called the Cave of the Eight Immortals. In the
cave was a marble chess table. Iron flutes and brass long flutes
hung upon the walls. It was a place where immortals might
have dwelt. When they came out of it they climbed the mound

